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January 1 
Holiday Recess 

No School 
 

January 4 
School Reopens 

 

January 5 
MS PTA Meeting 

9:30 A.M. 
 

January 8 
6th Grade Recreation Night 

7 - 9 P.M. 
 

January 18 
Martin Luther King Jr.  Day 

No School 
 

January 19 
Winter II Sports Begin 

 

January 22 
End of 2nd Quarter 

 

January 27 
Grade 5 /6  

Parent Orientation 
World Language & 

Music Fair 
7:30 P.M. 

 

January 29 
Grade 7/8 Recreation Night 

7 - 9 P.M. 
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“What we are is God’s gift to us. What we become is our gift to God.”  

— Eleanor Powell 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Over the past Thanksgiving holiday I had a meaningful discussion on career choices 
with my oldest son who is presently majoring in finance in college. For me, as a parent, 
our discussion was an opportunity to share our viewpoints on life choices and the 
meaning of wealth. We talked about how a career focused on helping others (and your-
self) accumulate financial security is a noble one…as long as it is accomplished ethi-
cally. Additionally, we talked about the critical importance of maintaining a balance 
between work and family, and the value of always giving back to your community.  I 
think during most times of the year, my son would likely have spoken about wealth 
solely as financial wealth; but, since our discussion took place as our family was gath-
ered around the Thanksgiving table, our discussion easily moved into the broader 
meaning of wealth to include family and friendship.  
 
As I spoke with my son, I realized that this is the time of year when we have a wonder-
ful opportunity to help our children view success based on measures besides the finan-
cial one. For during this time of year, we are far more likely to define our wealth as the 
health of our family, the quality of our family relationships, the depth of our love for 
our children, and how others care about us. Of course, financial success is important. 
However, the holiday season reminds us that desire for financial success should not 
blind us…it should never diminish the quality of our relationships with family, friends 
and community. 
 
It is during this time of year when we reflect on what is really important within our 
lives. This is the time of the year when we give more to charity, buy gifts for friends, 
coworkers and family, pray for peace, show our love to others a bit more, and reach out 
to those who need our help. For me, this time of year helps me to refocus, to remember 
that real wealth is having those we love and who love us in return. In the end, this is 
the wealth that lasts.  
 
Please accept my very best wishes to you and your family this holiday season 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukah! 
 
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff, Ed.D.  



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Your Child Absent?  Need Homework Assignments?   
Don’t Worry -- There’s Homework on the Web! 

 Please remember that your child’s homework assignments are available on teacher web pages.  If your child is 
absent for more than three school days, please contact the Guidance Office (478-3020) for worksheets or class materials. 
Please use the web for homework assignments for absences of three days or less.   

 
Board Of Education Meeting Date Change 

  
The January 19, 2010 Regular Meeting of the Garden City Public Schools Board of Education has been changed to Janu-
ary 26, 2010 at 8:15 p.m. in the high school library.   
 

 

Midyear Benchmark Examination Schedule   
 

School Closing Information/Delayed Openings 

 In case of an emergency, you will receive a telephone call and/or an email to your home, cell, and work numbers and/or 
email addresses you have provided to the middle school.  In order to guarantee delivery of all messages, please keep your contact 
information up-to-date. 

Radio Stations 

WCBS 880 AM                        
WALK   1370 AM                       
WINS     1010 AM                      
WOR 710 AM                        

WBLI     106.1 FM                  
WHLI     1100 AM 

 

Television Stations 

News 12 Long Island                
WABC 7                                    
WNBC 4                                       
WCBS 2                                     
FOX 5       

 

News Web Sites 

www.1010wins.com  
www.7online.com 
www.news12.com                 

 

English Monday, January 11 Grades 6,7,8 

Social Studies Tuesday, January 12 Grades 6,7,8 

Math Wednesday, January 13 Grades 6,7,8 

Science Thursday, January 14 Grades 6,7,8 

World Languages Friday, January 15 Grades 6,7,8 

World Languages (Part 1) Friday, January 8 Grade 6 ONLY 

World Languages (Part 1) Thursday, January 7 Grade 6,7,8 



Chris Manettas writes 13 - The Road to the Revolution - An Original Screenplay 
 A student in  Mr. Zagari’s seventh grade social studies class took it upon himself to create a screenplay 
entitled, “The Road to the Revolution.”  Chris Manettas was inspired by one of Mr. Zagari’s social studies’ les-
sons.  In support of his work, the other students in Chris’ class performed the play, recorded the performance, 
and used technology to watch it come to life.  Below is an excerpt of Chris’ screenplay. 
Judge: Has our jury reached a verdict? 

Jury Rep:  We have Your Honor.  We find two of the soldiers guilty of manslaughter.  They will receive a brand 
on their hands. 

[Camera zooms in on John Adams smiling with the soldiers. The colonists are outside; they are angry.  Two men 
are in the back of the crowd talking.  Sam Adams and one of the Sons of Liberty are talking.] 

Sam Adams: James, I think I have an idea.  I think we should start a letter writing campaign.  We’ll write the 
other colonies, and tell them the events happening here.  Hopefully, the other colonies will follow and this will 
make  the British angry.  This might stop these silly taxes! 

James: That sounds like an excellent plan Sam.  I think it will definitely work.  Let’s get started.   

[They walk into the village.  Then a boy accidentally walks into Sam.] 

Sam Adams:  What’s the rush, dear boy? 

Boy: Sorry sir, but I’m running home to my parents.  The Townsend Acts have just been repealed! 

[Sam and James smile at one another.] 

Sam Adams:  That’s great news, my dear boy! Now hurry up and get home to tell your parents! 

SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

Students of Team Fuchsia Create Colonial Infomercials! 
 The time is 1735 and the students of Team Fuchsia have visited London. Desperate times have fallen upon the 
king. His people are running the risk of starving because they are unable to grow and import enough food to feed his 
people. There is much room in the thirteen colonies, but with little information available, people are hesitant to come. 
The king has created a task force made up of Team Fuchsia students to create an infomercial on each of the colonies in 
hopes to attract more people to North America. For their first Team Day of the academic year, Fuchsia students of Team 
7C researched individual North American English colonies for a video presentation. After picking a colony out of a tri-
corn hat, groups of students researched their individual colonies and shot their infomercials on Flips which were gra-
ciously loaned from the Special Education Department. These video-taped infomercials were showcased in front of stu-
dents, faculty, and staff in the Middle School auditorium. As a culminating activity, students voted for which colony 
they would move to based on which infomercial was the most persuasive. 

The Herodotus Society 
 The Herodotus Society would like to thank the students, Sunshine Club,  faculty, and staff for helping us collect 
over eight cartons of holiday donations during our annual drive.   The donations were given to the Marine Corps 
League’s Sunrise Detachment to deliver to the residents of the Northport Veteran’s Hospital.   It means the world to 
these men and women, who have given up so much in the defense of our country, to know that they are not forgotten. 

Sixth Grade Visits the Vanderbilt Museum 
 All of the sixth grade classes went to  the Vanderbilt Museum in Centerport.   The program included a slide 
presentation of Mr. Vanderbilt’s trip to Egypt, mummies and historical documents.  Students had the opportunity to 
examine an authentic ancient Egyptian mummy; they were shown CAT scans and x rays of the mummy to further un-
derstand the mummification process.  The trip culminated with the students creating cartouches of their names in          
hieroglyphics.  



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

The Solution to the “Handshake Problem” 
 In last month’s newsletter, Mrs. Heid shared one of the many problems for which the seventh and eight grade 
students in her Problem Solving elective are asked to find a solution.  Below is the problem followed by several possible 
ways to reach the solution.  Were you able to solve it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This classic problem continues to stump people today. There's more than one way to figure this problem out.  
 
Students’ first inclination might be to multiply 10 x 10 to get 100 handshakes.  Then, after realizing that people don’t 
shake hands with themselves, the next guess is 90 since each person shakes 9 other guests’ hands. 
 
In problem solving class, we've 'acted' it out with 10 people lining up and the first person walking along the line shak-
ing each person's hand and then standing away from the line, the next person does the same until the last person.  
Many students draw pictures or diagrams to help them count the number of handshakes. 
 
Eventually, some one usually comes up with: 

9 + 8 + 7 + 6 + 5 + 4 + 3 + 2 +1 + 0 = 45, 
illustrating the number of “new” or previously uncounted handshakes each guest makes.   
 
Then we try an extension to the problem where there are 100 guests at a party.  Our method shown above would still 
work:  99 + 98 + 97…  However, as the number of people increases, it’s much more helpful to know and understand a 
formula.  So, we decide to make a simpler problem and see if a pattern is evident. 
 
Two people yield 1 handshake and 3 people yield 3 handshakes, and 4 people yield  6 handshakes...and eventually a 
pattern is discovered.  If you multiply the number of people by one less than that number, and then divide by 2 (you 
can’t count the handshakes twice), you will get the number of handshakes. 
 
Therefore, the algorithm to solve the question of 10 people is:  
 
With n representing the number of people at the party, we can use the formula below to find the number of handshakes. 

                        n(n-1)                                                                                                
2 

So, at a party with 100 people, we would multiply 100 times 99 which equals 9900 and then divide by 2 which equals 
4950.  At a party with 100 people, 4950 handshakes take place! 

There are ten (10) people at a party.  Introductions are made and people greet each other by    
shaking hands.  If each person shakes everyone else’s hand only once, how many  

handshakes will take place in total? 

The Music Box Players present Disney’s Aladdin Junior 
 This year  The Music Box Players will present Disney’s Aladdin Junior under the direction of 
Ms. Fletcher-Dolan and Ms. Aguilo.  There will be two performances on March 19 and March 20.  
The cast is busy rehearsing and preparing for this magical event! 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Student Council Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 Student Council sponsored their annual Thanksgiving food drive.  The home bases collected non-perishable 
food items for a week, counted their items, and delivered them to the Student Council advisors.  All items were deliv-
ered to MerciFirst.  With the Garden City Middle School's help, we were able to fill their empty food pantry and help 
families in need enjoy their Thanksgiving holiday.  Thank you to all who donated! 

Eighth Grade Students Learn Shopping Skills in Spanish 
 Students in Señora Porter’s eighth grade classes are spending the month of December ac-
quiring the necessary vocabulary and skills needed to go shopping in a Spanish speaking country. 
They are learning the vocabulary words for different clothing, materials of which clothing is made, 
European sizes, and are learning about the euro. Señora Porter is also teaching her students about 
Spain’s largest department store, El Corte Inglés. 
  Students will work in pairs and write a conversation about buying a holiday present for a 
friend between a customer and a clerk in a typical Spanish store . All of the skits will be videotaped. 
                The aim of this project is to develop the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills of 
the students in Spanish and help to prepare them for an authentic Spanish conversation. It will also 
help to prepare the students for the speaking part of the New York State Proficiency exam administered in May. 

Math Olympiads 
 Seventy sixth graders from Garden City Middle School are among the approximately 150,000 students world-
wide who are participating this year in the MOEMS program (Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary and Middle 
Schools). They participate in a series of five monthly contests of five problems each, from November to March, under 
the supervision of Mrs. Heid and Mrs. Orrego. 
 The first meet was held on Wednesday, November 18. We had three perfect 5s. Six students scored 4 out of 5. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 Look for updates over the coming months to find results of the remaining meets. Congratulations to all Math 
Olympians! 
 

NAME TEACHER SCORE 
Ryan Brown Hakes 5 
Julianne Griffith Giangrande 5 
Zachary Lambraia Hakes 5 
Daniel Confort Nardone 4 
Cristen Crowley Nardone 4 
Ian Driscoll Drogin 4 
Morgan Hermann Giangrande 4 
Andreas Petrides Nardone 4 
Brendan Schick Hakes 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The faculty and staff wish you and your family                                                 
peace, health, and happiness in the New Year! Happy 2010! 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Ms. Rousku’s Art Corner 

Congratulations to Ms. Rousku’s eighth grade Art Club member, Christina Marino! Her  
incredible artwork has been chosen for the New York State 2010 Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Fine Arts Display. It will be on exhibit for viewing at the Empire State Plaza one week 
prior to the holiday, on Monday, January 18, 2010 in Albany, New York.  

Art Tip of the Month: Use a scrap of paper under your hand when you are drawing, as a 
"shield.” That way you won't get graphite smeared on your drawing as you work. 

Ms. Paloubis’ Students Reflect on Their Role as Members of the Community 
 Just as the lone individual can do much harm in society, the lone individual can also do much good- this is a 
theme that subtly dominates Seedfolks, a novel by Paul Fleischman that Ms. Paloubis’  7th grade English class studied last 
month. The novel is about a city lot in an urban neighborhood in Cleveland, Ohio that is transformed into a community 
garden, a process that transforms the lives of the people in the community as well. While working on this unit, the stu-
dents were able to reflect on the impact an individual can have on one community.  

The students began by researching individuals who have affected their communities and the affect a commu-
nity has on behavior and understanding of an individual. Students debated various topics such as whether one person 
can change the world, as well as issues of race and acceptance of people who are different than ourselves. Students used 
their knowledge of community and individual influence to make a difference within their own community and reflect 
on the experience through journal writing. The students received a weekly calendar in which various “good deeds” 
were suggested per day that the students can perform to help their school, home, and community.  

By reading this book the students were able to empathize with characters who were very different then them-
selves, characters who come from different cultural backgrounds and situations. For one of our creative writing assign-
ments, the students wrote their own characters into the novel, and took on the role of people from all different ethnici-
ties and situations that came together to interact with Paul Fleischman’s characters in Seedfolks.  

 Students also reflected daily on what they can do to improve the world they live in, both now and in 
the future as they come closer to adulthood. They discussed what some of their famous role models do to help improve 
the world, especially musicians. As a class we picked out songs that reflect the themes of the novel by various artists 
including The Beatles, John Mayer, and Jewel. In doing this, students were able to make connections between two gen-
res of literature, poetry and fiction.  

 Throughout the unit, the students practiced their ELA skills, but more importantly, they learned that 
they have the power to impact the lives of others and make their community, and even their world, a better place to 
live. 
 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

 

  Ignatius MacFarland: Frequenaut! 
By Paul Feig 

 
After being teased one too many times, Ignatius MacFarland decides to 
build a rocket. Maybe extraterrestrials are nicer than his classmates! But 
when his rocket takes an explosive wrong turn, Ignatius ends up in another 
frequency run by former English-teacher-turned-dictator, Chester Arthur. 
Mr. Arthur has taken the art, culture, and advancements of our world, 
shared them with this new frequency, and convinced the creatures around 
him that he’s a genius. It’s up to Iggy and Karen, another trapped freque-
naut, to expose Mr. Arthur for the fraud that he is – and to hopefully make 
it home alive. 

  
    

 

  The Name of this Book Is Secret 
By Pseudonymous Bosch 
 
This is the story about a secret. But it also contains a secret story. 
 
When adventurous detectives, Cass, an ever-vigilant survivalist, and Max-
Ernest, a boy driven by logic, discover the Symphony of Smells, a box filled 
with smelly vials of colorful ingredients, they accidentally stumble upon a 
mystery surrounding a dead magician's diary and the hunt for immortality. 
 
Filled with word games, anagrams, and featuring a mysterious narrator, 
this is a book that won't stay secret for long. 

  
   

 

  Beyond: A Solar System Voyage 
By Michael Benson 
 
Discover what the solar system looks like up close in this definitive collec-
tion of space exploration images. Since the 1960s, NASA has been sending 
unmanned satellites to explore the planets, moons, and sun. These probes 
have amassed a stunning visual record of other worlds, revealing not one 
but scores of new frontiers, from rust-red Mars to Saturn with its ethereal 
rings. Michael Benson has pulled together the most spectacular of these im-
ages into a volume that focuses on the awesome appearance of these celes-
tial bodies. He discusses what the photos actually reveal about the places in 
simple language children will understand. 


